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Printing Instructions:

The Nature Challenge Circles are meant to be printed on 1” round 

label stickers (63 to a sheet).  Here’s a link: 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07FYPZ2NM/.  

You could also print out the stickers on regular paper, cut around 

them, and use glue, but I think your child would enjoy the stickers.

For the calendar and activity pages in this document, please make 

sure you choose the correct orientation and choose “shrink 

oversized pages.”

Some people have reported problems printing directly from a 

phone, so I recommend printing from a computer if  possible.

Note: Please download the current month’s study before the end of  

the month, since the study will not be available after the month has 

ended.
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Winter activities:  I tried to include a balance of snow-related and non-
snow related activities.  For those who have harsh winters, I wanted to 
give you something to motivate you to get outside and explore.  I think 
most of the activities can be done even if you have snow cover all month, 
but there are some you might want to try to do on days when there is no 
snow.

For those who never see snow, I think there are plenty of activities on the 
calendar to keep you occupied for a month.  I’ve tried to include alternate 
activities when possible.

What if we can’t find what we’re looking for?  This is very possible, 
but I’m confident that any time you are out in nature you will find 
something worth seeing.  The more you learn about nature, the more 
your eyes are opened to what you might see.  You might not find 
what’s on the calendar today, or this month, or (if the particular item 
is hard to find) even this year, but you will know it’s out there.   Future 
time spent in nature will be richer because of learning about it.

Night sky observations will have to be made on clear nights.

Tree observations: You’ll notice that I periodically prompt you to 
make tree observations.  If you’re new to this study, adopt a tree close 
to your home to observe during the seasons.  If you feel ambitious 
and want no lack of nature study ideas, adopt more than one.  
Consider adopting a variety of trees to observe their flowering, to see 
how they form fruit (term used in its broadest sense), and to see how 
they change in each season.

Dress for the weather.  Yes, here in our home, we’ve run outside 
barefoot with no coats in cold weather to see a sunset or observe the 
moon, but your nature experience will last longer if you’re dressed for 
the weather. 

Repeating activities: Some activities are useful if repeated multiple 
times in different locations and at different times of the day.  If you 
enjoy an activity, repeat it later in the month and see if you don’t 
learn something new.  Plants and animals are always changing, so you 
can never run out of things to observe.

Coloring page:  We usually color these as we see them throughout 
the month. If you can’t find the particular item in your area, substitute 
a similar item.

Nature in Literature:  Older children may want to keep their eyes open for 
vivid descriptions of nature in writing and include it in their journals.  

“Today is the first of February, snowy, brilliant, but dripping with the 
sound of spring wherever the sun lies warm, and calling with the heart of 
spring yonder where the crows are assembling. There is spring in the talk 
of the chickadees outside my window, and in the cheerful bluster of a red 
squirrel in the hickory.”

― Dallas Lore Sharp 

A treasury of such quotes would enrich your nature journal and improve 
your own writing and observation skills.

Drawing tips

Even if your child claims that they are not good at drawing, I would still 
encourage them to get in the habit of drawing what they see.

Help them pay attention to detail with their drawings.  How many petals 
are there on the flower?  Are the leaf margins smooth or serrated?  Are 
the leaves attached opposite each other or alternating?   As they pay 
attention to detail, they will be able to produce accurate, useful drawings.  
More importantly, they will be strengthening observation skills.

Blank calendar: Use the blank calendar to record anything you wish.  
You might want to record birds sighted, or memorable firsts and lasts 
of each season.
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Make a bark rubbing poster.  Place a sheet of 
paper on a tree trunk and rub with the side of 
a crayon.

Identify the trees, if possible.

Sheet provided with journal pages. 

Can you find wing prints in fresh snow?  
Once you start keeping your eyes open for 
these, you’ll be surprised how many times 
they show up. Whenever we have fresh snow, 
this is my favorite thing to look for.  What 
other animal signs can you find?

https://cwf-
fcf.org/en/resources/DIY/outside/tracking-
down-winter-wildlife.html

What can you find outside that’s green? 

Besides evergreen trees, you may be able to 
find moss, evergreen ferns.  Some weeds also 
retain green leaves through the winter.

Journal sheet “Winter Greenery” included 
with journal pages.

Maples are one of the few kinds of trees that 
have opposite branching patterns.

Here’s how to identify them in winter.
https://ferrinbrookfarm.wordpress.com/2016/
02/12/identifying-maple-trees-in-winter-to-
tap-for-maple-syrup-2/

If you are able to make maple syrup where you 
live, I highly recommend it.  Even tapping one 
tree can be an enjoyable and rewarding 
experience.  You will want to set out taps just 
before daytime temperatures are above 
freezing, while nighttime temperatures are 
below freezing.  This is usually around mid-
February to about mid-March.

Here’s a very easy setup if you only want to 
tap a few trees and are willing to check them 
often. 
https://ferrinbrookfarm.wordpress.com/2016/
02/04/diy-maple-syrup-tapping-system-for-
under-1/

Fill out the sheet for a maple tree or other 
tree. Include a drawing of a three inch square 
of the bark.  You may have to work from a 
picture.  If you take a picture, use a ruler as a 
guide.

Do you have access to maple syrup and snow?  
Make maple syrup snow taffy.
https://wonderfilleddays.com/maple-syrup-
snow-candy/

There are other trees you can tap, as well.  
This article includes a list. 
https://joybileefarm.com/birch-syrup/

Learn these five owl calls.  
https://www.audubon.org/news/learn-
identify-five-owls-their-calls

Listen for them during an evening walk.

Great Horned owls and Barred owls may be 
raising their young. 
https://www.almanac.com/nesting-season-
owls

Pine cone galls are common on willows.
Go on a gall hunt.  Galls are abnormal growths 
on plants that are caused by chemicals from 
insect larvae.  Sheet provided with journal 
pages.

Here’s a simple explanation about what makes 
galls and photos of different galls.
https://naturalhistorywanderings.com/2011/0
1/03/galls-something-different-to-look-at-in-
winter/

Pine cone galls (These are actually a great way 
to identify willows in winter.):
https://bygl.osu.edu/node/679

More galls: 
https://www.jungledragon.com/list/543/48

You can even find galls on roses.  Here’s an 
image of mossy rose galls, which are some of 
the prettiest galls you can find.
https://bygl.osu.edu/node/1111

Photo in winter:
https://pbase.com/fwg/image/170250378
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Tansy is a bright yellow flower in summer. It 
can be identified by the brown discs 
arranged in a flat cluster.  The leaves 
resemble ferns. You may have to dig beneath 
the snow to find them.

Tansy in winter: 
http://www.ipernity.com/doc/293827/22620
775
Tansy leaf:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Gol
ovinomyces_macrocarpus_on_Common_Tans
y_-_Tanacetum_vulgare_(44464971085).jpg

The leaves, when crushed, have a strong smell 
that has been used as an insect repellent.

If you cannot find tansy, identify another 
winter weed.  Consider visiting thistle or 
milkweed.
https://natureinquiries.wordpress.com/tag/cir
sium-vulgare/

Make a zoom-in nature journal sheet using 
the provided sheet or your own journal. 
https://wonderfilleddays.com/nature-
journaling-a-close-up-view/

Look for the fertile fronds of sensitive ferns.  
The infertile green fronds are quickly killed by 
cold temperatures, but the fertile fronds remain 
throughout the winter and release their spores 
in spring.  They are found in areas where the 
ground is moist so look in wetlands or along 
streams or ponds. Crumble the beads on the 
stalks to release the black spores inside.  Sheet 
provided with journal pages.

https://mywoodlot.com/blog/sensitive-fern-
sign-in-winter

This one has really detailed close-up pictures 
if you view them full size.
https://joshfecteau.com/fern-id-sensitive-
fern/

Here’s more information and a picture of the 
leaves.  Even in winter, some of the dried up 
leaves will remain.
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/ono
clea/sensibilis/

If you live in the western United States, see if you 
can find another type of fern.  Many ferns remain 
green throughout the winter.  Take note if there 
are any fertile fronds visible.  Check under the 
leaves for sori (spore-producing structures).

Hunt for praying mantis egg cases.  You 
can snip the stem you find it on and bring 
it  home.  Place it where you are likely to 
see   the nymphs emerge in spring.

https://elizahowellnaturewalk.wordpress.c
om/2018/11/13/surviving-the-winter-the-
praying-mantis/

How do bird feathers keep them warm in 
winter?

This short podcast explains how. 
https://www.birdnote.org/listen/shows/how-
feathers-insulate

Look for signs of birds conserving heat in cold 
weather.  Some birds stand on one foot to 
keep their other foot warm.

Familiarize yourselves with the bird calls you 
hear.  As winter ends and spring begins, you 
will notice a change in the bird sounds you 
hear, as the birds begin their courting calls.  

More on this on the 21st.

Look under trees to see if you can find 
branches that have been nipped off by 
porcupines and dropped on the ground.
https://ouroneacrefarm.com/2015/01/24/por
cupine-tracks-sign/

What other signs of life can you find under 
trees?
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Tansy is a bright yellow flower in summer. It 
can be identified by the brown discs 
arranged in a flat cluster.  The leaves 
resemble ferns. You may have to dig beneath 
the snow to find them.

Tansy in winter: 
http://www.ipernity.com/doc/293827/22620
775
Tansy leaf:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Gol
ovinomyces_macrocarpus_on_Common_Tans
y_-_Tanacetum_vulgare_(44464971085).jpg

The leaves, when crushed, have a strong smell 
that has been used as an insect repellent.

If you cannot find tansy, identify another 
winter weed.  Consider visiting thistle or 
milkweed.
https://natureinquiries.wordpress.com/tag/cir
sium-vulgare/

Make a zoom-in nature journal sheet using 
the provided sheet or your own journal. 
https://wonderfilleddays.com/nature-
journaling-a-close-up-view/

Look for the fertile fronds of sensitive ferns.  
The infertile green fronds are quickly killed by 
cold temperatures, but the fertile fronds remain 
throughout the winter and release their spores 
in spring.  They are found in areas where the 
ground is moist so look in wetlands or along 
streams or ponds. Crumble the beads on the 
stalks to release the black spores inside.  Sheet 
provided with journal pages.

https://mywoodlot.com/blog/sensitive-fern-
sign-in-winter

This one has really detailed close-up pictures 
if you view them full size.
https://joshfecteau.com/fern-id-sensitive-
fern/

Here’s more information and a picture of the 
leaves.  Even in winter, some of the dried up 
leaves will remain.
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/ono
clea/sensibilis/

If you live in the western United States, see if you 
can find another type of fern.  Many ferns remain 
green throughout the winter.  Take note if there 
are any fertile fronds visible.  Check under the 
leaves for sori (spore-producing structures).

Hunt for praying mantis egg cases.  You 
can snip the stem you find it on and bring 
it  home.  Place it where you are likely to 
see   the nymphs emerge in spring.

https://elizahowellnaturewalk.wordpress.c
om/2018/11/13/surviving-the-winter-the-
praying-mantis/

How do bird feathers keep them warm in 
winter?

This short podcast explains how. 
https://www.birdnote.org/listen/shows/how-
feathers-insulate

Look for signs of birds conserving heat in cold 
weather.  Some birds stand on one foot to 
keep their other foot warm.

Familiarize yourselves with the bird calls you 
hear.  As winter ends and spring begins, you 
will notice a change in the bird sounds you 
hear, as the birds begin their courting calls.  

More on this on the 21st.

Look under trees to see if you can find 
branches that have been nipped off by 
porcupines and dropped on the ground.
https://ouroneacrefarm.com/2015/01/24/por
cupine-tracks-sign/

What other signs of life can you find under 
trees?

Sheet provided with journal pages.

http://www.ipernity.com/doc/293827/22620775
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Golovinomyces_macrocarpus_on_Common_Tansy_-_Tanacetum_vulgare_(44464971085).jpg
https://natureinquiries.wordpress.com/tag/cirsium-vulgare/
https://wonderfilleddays.com/nature-journaling-a-close-up-view/
https://mywoodlot.com/blog/sensitive-fern-sign-in-winter
https://joshfecteau.com/fern-id-sensitive-fern/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/onoclea/sensibilis/
https://elizahowellnaturewalk.wordpress.com/2018/11/13/surviving-the-winter-the-praying-mantis/
https://www.birdnote.org/listen/shows/how-feathers-insulate
https://ouroneacrefarm.com/2015/01/24/porcupine-tracks-sign/
http://www.ipernity.com/doc/293827/22620775
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Golovinomyces_macrocarpus_on_Common_Tansy_-_Tanacetum_vulgare_(44464971085).jpg
https://natureinquiries.wordpress.com/tag/cirsium-vulgare/
https://wonderfilleddays.com/nature-journaling-a-close-up-view/
https://mywoodlot.com/blog/sensitive-fern-sign-in-winter
https://joshfecteau.com/fern-id-sensitive-fern/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/onoclea/sensibilis/
https://elizahowellnaturewalk.wordpress.com/2018/11/13/surviving-the-winter-the-praying-mantis/
https://www.birdnote.org/listen/shows/how-feathers-insulate
https://ouroneacrefarm.com/2015/01/24/porcupine-tracks-sign/


Place a sweet potato in a jar with water.  You 
will want to have 1/3 of it out of the water.  
Use toothpicks to suspend it if necessary.  You 
may have to wait a few weeks for roots or 
sprouts to grow.

Later you can plant the slips that grow from 
your sweet potato outside.  If the slips have 
roots, plant directly into the soil. If they don’t, 
place them in water until they grow roots. If 
you live in the North, you can still grow sweet 
potatoes, but you will need to warm up the 
ground with plastic.

https://growinginthegarden.com/a-fast-and-
easy-way-to-make-sweet-potato-slips/

https://www.17apart.com/2012/03/how-to-
plant-sweet-potatoes-indoors.html

https://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-
gardening/growing-sweet-potatoes/growing-
sweet-potatoes-zm0z11zsto

Go on a “hearts in nature walk.”  You’ll be 
surprised how many you can find once you 
start looking.

Here are some photos to give you some 
ideas.
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/he
artsinnature/

Visit your tree.  Continue observing your tree 
from last year and/or choose a new one. If 
possible choose a tree that will bear fruit, but 
other trees will work as well.  All trees (except 
gymnosperms/conifers) produce fruit, but not 
in the common meaning of the word.  

Look for any signs of animal life both in and 
under it.  This could be birds, insects, or 
mammals.

Also look for any signs of new growth. Here are 
the things we are going to be looking for over 
the next few months.* 

• leaf budburst (the emergence of new 
leaves)

• first full leaf (first leaf is fully expanded)
• entire plant leaf-out (all leaves on the plant 

are expanded)
• first flower
• peak flowering (largest floral display)
• last flower
• fruit maturity and seed dispersal
• leaf senescence (color change and 

abscission — the process of losing leaves at 
the end of the growing season)

For many of you, it may be too early to see any 
new growth, but start thinking about it now.

Here’s a short video on phenology.  Once you 
get interested in changes in the natural world 
happening seasonally, there’s no end of things 
to explore.
https://youtu.be/OHY-c_RDMkM

*Information taken from The Phenology Handbook 
(Haggerty and Mazer)

Sheet provided with journal pages.

Which trees still have leaves on them? On 
which parts of the tree are the leaves found.

Examine hitchhiker seeds with a magnifying glass.

Go on a nature walk and then examine any seeds 
that you find stuck on your clothing, hair, or shoes.  
Did you know that those hard, little multi-pronged 
spikes that end up in the soles of your shoes are 
actually seeds? I didn’t until I read this article: 
https://www2.palomar.edu/users/warmstrong/pl
may98.htm

If you have access to burdock burs, shake the burs 
to release the tiny seeds inside.
https://aroundthebendohio.blogspot.com/2012/11
/botanical-hitchhikers.html

A Close-up View of Four Beggar Ticks: 
http://www.microscopy-
uk.org.uk/mag/indexmag.html?http://www.micros
copy-uk.org.uk/mag/artaug05/bjbticks.html

You may wish to journal about your findings.

Extra Snow Activities: 

Look for snow frame art.  Melting snow 
produces frames around items in nature.  It’s 
not uncommon to find heart-shaped frames 
(see the 14th), but you can also find other 
shapes showcasing items from nature.

https://mywoodlot.com/blog/snow-frame-art

See how far you can follow a set of animal 
tracks.

Place a sweet potato in a jar with water.  You 
will want to have 1/3 of it out of the water.  
Use toothpicks to suspend it if necessary.  You 
may have to wait a few weeks for roots or 
sprouts to grow.

Later you can plant the slips that grow from 
your sweet potato outside.  If the slips have 
roots, plant directly into the soil. If they don’t, 
place them in water until they grow roots. If 
you live in the North, you can still grow sweet 
potatoes, but you will need to warm up the 
ground with plastic.

https://growinginthegarden.com/a-fast-and-
easy-way-to-make-sweet-potato-slips/

https://www.17apart.com/2012/03/how-to-
plant-sweet-potatoes-indoors.html

https://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-
gardening/growing-sweet-potatoes/growing-
sweet-potatoes-zm0z11zsto

Go on a “hearts in nature walk.”  You’ll be 
surprised how many you can find once you 
start looking.

Here are some photos to give you some 
ideas.
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/he
artsinnature/

Visit your tree.  Continue observing your tree 
from last year and/or choose a new one. If 
possible choose a tree that will bear fruit, but 
other trees will work as well.  All trees (except 
gymnosperms/conifers) produce fruit, but not 
in the common meaning of the word.  

Look for any signs of animal life both in and 
under it.  This could be birds, insects, or 
mammals.

Also look for any signs of new growth. Here are 
the things we are going to be looking for over 
the next few months.* 

• leaf budburst (the emergence of new 
leaves)

• first full leaf (first leaf is fully expanded)
• entire plant leaf-out (all leaves on the plant 

are expanded)
• first flower
• peak flowering (largest floral display)
• last flower
• fruit maturity and seed dispersal
• leaf senescence (color change and 

abscission — the process of losing leaves at 
the end of the growing season)

For many of you, it may be too early to see any 
new growth, but start thinking about it now.

Here’s a short video on phenology.  Once you 
get interested in changes in the natural world 
happening seasonally, there’s no end of things 
to explore.
https://youtu.be/OHY-c_RDMkM

*Information taken from The Phenology Handbook 
(Haggerty and Mazer)
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Browse seed catalogs and plan a garden.  If a 
garden isn’t possible consider growing a few plants 
outside or in a pot that you normally wouldn’t 
grow.

Sunflowers are especially interesting for young 
children and help feed birds. Also consider flowers 
that will attract butterflies.  Of course, anything 
that you can eat is great for sparking an interest in 
children to learn where food comes from and the 
process from garden to table.

For a fun indoor activity, here’s a seed catalog 
scavenger hunt. If you don’t have any seed 
catalogs, the article also lists a few places from 
which you can order some. 
https://wonderfilleddays.com/seed-catalog-
scavenger-hunt/

Keep your ears open for new bird sounds. 

Chickadees will be starting their courting call.  This 
is the distinctive fee-bee call.
https://youtu.be/xX48Xv09HBI

If you don’t have chickadees, familiarize yourself 
with some other courting calls of birds in your 
area.

Tufted titmice call:
https://naturallycuriouswithmaryholland.wordpre
ss.com/2016/02/24/tufted-titmice-singing-2/

Cardinals: 
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/northern_ca
rdinal/sounds

Aspen trees are easy to identify in winter.   
Their white bark is distinctive and easy to pick 
out.  Probably the most difficult part is telling 
them apart from birch. You may be able to find 
some leaves still attached or some under the 
tree to observe. Aspens also have scars or knots 
that look like droopy eyes. Here’s a good article. 
https://jakesnatureblog.com/2017/02/06/birch-
tree-aspen-tree/

Interesting facts:
They can photosynthesize through their 
branches so they are able to produce energy 
during the winter.

They reproduce by cloning (underground roots), 
so you can find large growths of aspen trees 
that are actually the same tree.

https://northernwoodlands.org/outside_story/a
rticle/quaking-aspen

Bring a twig inside and place in water.  Can you 
tell which are leaf buds and which are flower 
buds? Observe the changes over the next week 
or so.

You could also bring in twigs from different 
trees.  Pussy willows and lilacs are good ones to 
try.  Try as many kinds as you like - some that 
look close to opening and some that don’t. Label 
them with the date and kind (if you know it).  
Repeat this activity next month and compare 
the results.  
https://joshfecteau.com/winter-shrub-id-pussy-
willow/

Sheet provided with journal sheets. You may 
wish to print it more than once.

Go on a bug hunt.  Even if you’re in the North, 
I think you’ll be surprised what bugs you can 
find. In early January, I was able to find a 
spider, a little worm on a dried seed head, and 
a fly.  The bug on the calendar is a milkweed 
bug, and is mentioned in the following article. 
I believe the author is from Canada so it 
would be worth checking on milkweed if you 
have any around.

https://seabrookeleckie.com/2012/02/06/tha
w/

Sheet provided with journal pages.

Place a small plastic bag around the end of a 
twig.  Wait for a week or two.  Compare the 
buds inside to the others on the tree.

Make sure to remove the bag later and 
dispose of it properly.
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Look for bird feathers in or under berry 
bushes.  

As you’re looking, keep track of every living 
thing that you can see or that you can see 
signs of.  You can just whisper these to each 
other as you see them.

What berries are still uneaten by birds?

Do you notice a preference in which berries 
birds like better than others?  

Pileated woodpeckers carve out square-
shaped holes in soft, dead trees.  They are 
searching for carpenter ants.  You may be able to 
find these holes in dead trees and the resulting 
wood chips on the ground beneath them. 

Keep an eye on the tree.  Maybe you can catch 
the woodpecker when it returns.

https://blog.nature.org/science/2018/02/19/the
-pileated-woodpecker-in-winter/

According to Northern Woodlands, the birds also 
leave black droppings under the trees, full of 
undigested ant particles.

If you don’t have any pileated woodpeckers in 
your area, look for other cavities in trees.  Are 
there any animals that use them?

Skunk Cabbage is one of the earliest  
spring flowers to appear.  

Can you find any other flowers blooming?

https://letspaintnature.com/2020/03/08/ti
me-for-skunk-cabbage-watercolor/

Keep your eyes open for returning birds. You 
may also notice birds exchanging their duller 
winter plumage for breeding plumage. 

Goldfinches are one bird that start to change 
into breeding plumage in February. 

https://www.sibleyguides.com/2012/05/the-
annual-plumage-cycle-of-a-male-american-
goldfinch/

Hunt for moth cocoons. You may not find any 
this outing, but you will train your eye to start 
observing things you might not ordinarily 
observe, such as the dry leaves hanging on 
trees in winter.

Here are some photos of what you’re looking 
for:
https://davethebugguy.org/2018/11/06/the-
thrill-of-the-hunt-finding-moth-cocoons-in-the-
wild/

You could also look for bag worms on 
evergreens: 
http://capitalnaturalist.blogspot.com/2014/02
/evergreen-bagworm.html

Look for bird feathers in or under berry 
bushes.  

As you’re looking, keep track of every living 
thing that you can see or that you can see 
signs of.  You can just whisper these to each 
other as you see them.

What berries are still uneaten by birds?

Do you notice a preference in which berries 
birds like better than others?  

Pileated woodpeckers carve out square-
shaped holes in soft, dead trees.  They are 
searching for carpenter ants.  You may be able to 
find these holes in dead trees and the resulting 
wood chips on the ground beneath them. 

Keep an eye on the tree.  Maybe you can catch 
the woodpecker when it returns.

https://blog.nature.org/science/2018/02/19/the
-pileated-woodpecker-in-winter/

According to Northern Woodlands, the birds also 
leave black droppings under the trees, full of 
undigested ant particles.

If you don’t have any pileated woodpeckers in 
your area, look for other cavities in trees.  Are 
there any animals that use them?

Skunk Cabbage is one of the earliest  
spring flowers to appear.  

Can you find any other flowers blooming?

https://letspaintnature.com/2020/03/08/ti
me-for-skunk-cabbage-watercolor/

Keep your eyes open for returning birds. You 
may also notice birds exchanging their duller 
winter plumage for breeding plumage. 

Goldfinches are one bird that start to change 
into breeding plumage in February. 

https://www.sibleyguides.com/2012/05/the-
annual-plumage-cycle-of-a-male-american-
goldfinch/

Hunt for moth cocoons. You may not find any 
this outing, but you will train your eye to start 
observing things you might not ordinarily 
observe, such as the dry leaves hanging on 
trees in winter.

Here are some photos of what you’re looking 
for:
https://davethebugguy.org/2018/11/06/the-
thrill-of-the-hunt-finding-moth-cocoons-in-the-
wild/

You could also look for bag worms on 
evergreens: 
http://capitalnaturalist.blogspot.com/2014/02
/evergreen-bagworm.html

https://blog.nature.org/science/2018/02/19/the-pileated-woodpecker-in-winter/
https://northernwoodlands.org/outside_story/article/pileated-woodpeckers-winter
https://letspaintnature.com/2020/03/08/time-for-skunk-cabbage-watercolor/
https://www.sibleyguides.com/2012/05/the-annual-plumage-cycle-of-a-male-american-goldfinch/
https://davethebugguy.org/2018/11/06/the-thrill-of-the-hunt-finding-moth-cocoons-in-the-wild/
http://capitalnaturalist.blogspot.com/2014/02/evergreen-bagworm.html
https://blog.nature.org/science/2018/02/19/the-pileated-woodpecker-in-winter/
https://northernwoodlands.org/outside_story/article/pileated-woodpeckers-winter
https://letspaintnature.com/2020/03/08/time-for-skunk-cabbage-watercolor/
https://www.sibleyguides.com/2012/05/the-annual-plumage-cycle-of-a-male-american-goldfinch/
https://davethebugguy.org/2018/11/06/the-thrill-of-the-hunt-finding-moth-cocoons-in-the-wild/
http://capitalnaturalist.blogspot.com/2014/02/evergreen-bagworm.html


Art Projects

Here are some suggested art projects if you want 
to add some art to your day.  

Winter Landscapes
http://dolvinartknight.blogspot.com/2015/11/wi
nter-landscapes-by-1st-grade-one-day.html

Winter Weeds Landscape: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=760057vfEc
c

Impressionist Painting (Monet’s Waterlilies)
This project uses pastels and watercolor (always 
a fun combination), and teaches about 
perspective.
http://elementaryartfun.blogspot.com/2015/04/
claude-monets-garden-1st-grade.html

Yarn Wrapped Snowflakes
http://www.paper-and-glue.com/2015/01/yarn-
wrapped-snowflakes.html 

Yarn Wrapped Snowman
http://www.onesavvymom.net/2019/01/snowm
an-yarn-wrapping-craft-winter-toddler-
activity.html

How to Paint a Snow Globe
https://stepbysteppainting.net/2018/12/13/how
-to-paint-a-snow-globe

Snow Owl
https://stepbysteppainting.net/2023/01/18/sno
w-owl-acrylic-painting-tutorial/ 
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Music

Let All Things Now Living
by Katherine Davis (1939)

Acapella
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KpMC
E1G3N7Q

Michael Card 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sj7cW
63gq-s

Midi file and sheet music:
https://hymnary.org/text/let_all_things_no
w_living_a_song_of_than

O Worship the King
by Robert Grant (1833)

Cedarmont Kids
https://youtu.be/-pZpgZX6OoY

Midi file and sheet music:
https://hymnary.org/text/o_worship_the_king
_all_glorious_above
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