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Can You Survive 

Pompeii? 



                                                                                                                                        ©Wonder-filled Days, 2017 

 

 

Preparation: Print out game board and glue to inside of file folder.  
Print out lava cards on card stock.  (Or to save ink, print the white lava 
cards on red card stock or on white card stock and color them in.) 

*Cover page may be printed out and glued to front of file folder along 
three sides forming a pocket.  You may use this pocket to store 
envelope containing game pieces. 

Goal: To reach the river before you are overtaken by the lava 

How to Play:  

 Place playing pieces on start.  
 Roll the die to move. 
 Follow instructions on footprints. 
 If you draw a card, have another player read you the card.  You 

will be sent two forward or two backward depending if you 
answer correctly or not.  After you follow the instructions, your 
turn is over.  Do not make additional moves.   

 Always begin a new turn by rolling the die (even if you are on a 
Draw a Card to begin with). 

 Begin playing lava tokens after everyone has taken one turn.  At 
the beginning of each round (not each turn), place two lava 
tokens on the board, covering gray circles and footprints in order.  
If you are overtaken by the lava tokens, you lose.  You only lay 
down two lava tokens per round no matter how many people 
are playing the game. 

 Play continues until everyone either loses or reaches the end. 
 To make the game more difficult place three lava tokens at a time.  

To make it easier place only one. 

Pompeii? 
Can You Survive 
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You forgot 
your jewels. 
Go back 

 

START 
 

 

 

Draw a 
card 

You tripped and 
fell. Go back 

Draw a 
card 

Fear spurs you 
on. Go forward 

Draw a 
card 

2 
1 

2  

Draw a 
card 

Draw a 
card 
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You were 
knocked down. 
Go back 

Jostled by crowd. 
Go back 

Choke on 
poisonous gas. 
Go back 

Pompeii? 
Can You Survive 

Draw a 
card 

Draw a 
card 

Blinded by 
ashes.  

Lose a turn 

 

Draw a 
card 

END 

2 

1 

3 

Draw a 
card 
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When did 
Vesuvius’s most 
famous eruption 

take place? 

a. 179 B.C. 
b. 79 B.C. 
c. 79 A.D. 

True or False  

There is no danger 
of Mount Vesuvius 
erupting again. 

(False. Mount Vesuvius 
has not erupted since 
1944, but it is still one of 
the most dangerous 
volcanoes in the world.) 

 

 

 

  

Pompeii is located 
in which country? 

a. Greece 
b. Italy 
c. Turkey 

What is a rapid-moving 
wave of super-heated 
poisonous gas and 
fragments from a 
volcanic eruption 
called? 

a. Iconoclastic 
surge 

b. Pyroclastic 
surge 

c. Lava flow 

On which coast of 
Italy is Vesuvius 
located? 

a. West coast 
b. East coast 

About how many 
people lived in 
Pompeii at the time 
of the eruption? 

a. 7,000 
b. 20,000 
c. 40,000 

When was the 
buried city of 

Pompeii 
rediscovered? 

a. 1748 
b. 1848 
c. 1948 

Which famous 
ancient historian 
wrote about 
Pompeii’s eruption? 

a. Heroditus 
b. Tacitus 
c. Pliny the 

Younger 

The area in the Pacific 
Ocean that includes 
many of the world’s 
most active and violent 
volcanoes is called 

a. The Fire Circle 
b. The Pacific 

Ring 
c. The Ring of 

Fire 

How long did the 
1748 eruption of 
Vesuvius last? 

a. 5 hours 
b. 1 day 
c. 3 days 

The 1748 eruption 
of Vesuvius buried 
the city under how 
many feet of ash? 

a. 15 
b. 30 
c. 45 

Pyroclastic surges 
(waves of hot gases 
and fragments from 
an eruption) move 
at speeds up to 

a. 200 mph 
b. 400 mph 
c. 700 mph 
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Molten rock that 
erupts from 

volcanoes is called 

a. Lava 
b. Magma 
c. Basalt 

What do you call a 
volcano that will 
not erupt again? 

a. Active 
b. Dormant  
c. Extinct  

 

 

What do you call a 
volcano that is 
erupting or has 

erupted recently? 

d. Active 
e. Dormant  
f. Extinct  

 

  

 

 

 

  

What do you call a 
volcano that has 

not erupted 
recently, but may 

do so in the 
future? 

a. Active 
b. Dormant 
c. Extinct  

 

Which volcano’s 
eruption caused what 
is believed to be the 
loudest sound in 
recorded history? 

a. Mount St. 
Helens 

b. Krakatoa 
c. Mount Pelée 

What is a type of 
volcano with broad, 
gentle slopes that is 
built by the 
eruption of fluid 
basalt lava called? 

a. Cinder cone 
b. Shield 

The collection of 
magma below the 
earth’s surface is called 
the 

a. Crater 
b. Pyroclastic 

flow 
c. Magma 

chamber   

Rocks that are formed 
through the cooling and 
solidification of magma 
or lava are called 

a. Metamorphic 
rock 

b. Sedimentary 
Rock 

c. Igneous Rock 

True or False 

The biggest known 
volcano in our solar 
system is located on 

Venus. 

(False, the biggest 
known volcano is 
Olympus Mons on 

Mars.) 

A unique volcanic 
rock that can float 
in water is 

a. Basalt 
b. Pumice 
c. Andesite 

 
 

True or False 
Magma, which is 

hot liquid rock 
under the earth’s 
surface, is called 

lava after it comes 
out of a volcano. 

To which empire 
did the city of 
Pompeii belong 
when it was 
destroyed? 

a. Roman 
b. Greek 
c. Persian 
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Most of the Earth’s 
volcanoes are 

found in 

a. The Pacific 
Ocean 

b. South 
America 

c. The Indian 
Ocean. 

Rock formed from 
other rocks that are 
under intense heat 
and pressure are 
called 

a. Metamorphic 
rock 

b. Sedimentary 
Rock 

c. Igneous Rock 

 

One out of how 
many people live 
within the danger 
range of an active 

volcano? 

a. 5 
b. 20 
c. 100 

Huge slabs of the 
earth’s crust which 
fit together like a 
puzzle are called 

a. Tectonic 
plates 

b. Platonic 
plates 

c. Continents   

 

  

 

 

Lava can reach 
temperatures 
greater than how 
many degrees 
Farenheit? 

a. 1,000 
b. 2,000 
c. 3,000 

When tectonic 
plates move apart 
this movement is 
known as 

a. Convergent 
b. Divergent 
c. Transform 

 

When tectonic 
plates move toward 
each other this 
movement is known 
as 

a. Convergent 
b. Divergent 
c. Transform 

When tectonic 
plates move in a 
side-by-side 
direction this 
movement is known 
as 

a. Convergent 
b. Divergent 
c. Transform 

 

True or False 
Convergent 

movement of two 
plates often results in 

one plate pushing 
under another. 

(True.  As the plates 
move toward each 

other, one often moves 
under the other.) 

What types of 
volcanoes are the 
Hawaiian Islands? 

a. Shield 
b. Cone 
c. Composite 

 

The flow of hot molten 
rock down the slope of 
a volcano is known as  

a. Lava flow 
b. Pyroclastic 

surge 
c. Pyroclastic 

flow 

What is the 
approximate rate of 
tectonic plate 
movement per year? 

a. A few 
centimeters 

b. A few 
millimeters 

c. A few meters 
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United States History Games.
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