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I hope you enjoy your product and that it is all you were hoping it to be.  
If you have any questions or feedback, or if you would like to notify me 
of an error please let me know at paulandsuky@yahoo.com and I will get 
back to you as soon as possible. 

 

I’m a homeschooling mom-of-five who believes one of the 
most important things we can do for our students is to 
kindle a passion for learning.  I write about books, 
teaching, and parenting at the link below.     

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Wonder-filled-Days
https://wonderfilleddays.com/shop
https://wonderfilleddays.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/wonderfilled5/
mailto:paulandsuky@yahoo.com
https://wonderfilleddays.com/shop
https://www.instagram.com/ourwonderfilleddays/
https://www.facebook.com/wonderfilleddays
https://wonderfilleddays.com/
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Alternate Play: 

There are a lot of different ways you can play this game to make it suited for the amount of time you have 
available or the ages of players.  Feel free to modify the rules to suit your situation. 

 You can chose to collect one, two, three, or four sets of cards. 
 If younger and older children are playing together, you can have the younger children collect fewer 

sets than the older players. 
 To speed up the game you can allow players to skip questions that they do not need for sets.  For 

example, if they draw a “Why” airplane card, and they already have that card, they can skip that card 
and be asked the next available airplane card that they need. 

 If all the players are younger, you could choose to only circle the board one time on the outer ring, 
and whoever has the most cards at the end, wins. 

 If players memorize the multiple-choice questions, play without giving the multiple choice options! 
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The History of Flight 

 

To Prepare: Print out game board on card stock or printer paper and glue to file folder.  Print 
out cards on card stock using double-sided printing.  The hot air balloon image should be on 
the front of the question cards with the blue Who, Why and When questions, and so on. 

*Cover page may be printed out and glued to front of file folder along three sides forming a 
pocket.  You may use this pocket to store envelope containing game cards.  There are a lot of 
cards for this game, so if you have trouble fitting them all in, you might want to make a second 
pocket in the back. 

Needed: Playing pieces, one die, printed game board, printed cards 

Object of Game: To be the first player to collect two different sets of complete cards.  A set is 
comprised of a Who, Why, and When card in one color.  All questions are multiple-choice 
except for the “Why” questions.   

How to Play:   

 Place the cards face down in four different piles: hot air balloons, air ships, airplanes, or 
space ships.  Players will choose from these piles depending on which color they land. 

 You may start the game on any of the four outside corners. Always move clockwise.  You 
may take the inner loop whenever you want to, but continue moving in a clockwise 
direction.  You may return to the outer loop at any time, but not on the path that you 
just used to exit. 

 On your first turn, you may choose a card in any category you wish: hot air balloons, air 
ships, airplanes, or space ships.  Another player should draw the card and read it to you. 

 If you answer correctly, you may roll the die and advance the number of spaces shown 
on the dice. If not, stay where you are. 

 Your turn is then over and play continues with the next player. 
 If you answer incorrectly, place the question card underneath the deck you drew it 

from.  If you answer correctly, keep the card. 
 Anytime you land on “You Choose,” you may choose from any category.   
 If you draw a card in a category that you already have (for example, if you draw an 

orange “Why” card and you already have an orange “Why” card), you still need to 
answer the question to proceed, but after you are done with the card place it 
underneath the deck you drew it from. 

*Cards will most likely be reused in one game, but that allows the players to become familiar 
with the questions and learn the answers more easily. 

Enjoy!  
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Q. In the Greek myth of 
Daedalus and Icarus, why 
did Icarus’ attempt to fly 
fail? 

A. He flew too close to the 
sun and the sun melted 
the wax on his wings and 
they fell apart. 

 

Which famous 
Renaissance artist 
sketched ideas of flying 
machines in his notebook? 

a. Leonardo da Vinci 
b. Michelangelo 
c.  Raphael 

 

Who became famous for 
his controlled flights in 
gliders and is known as 
“the world’s first true 
aviator”? 

a. Otto Lilienthal 

b. Leonardo da Vinci 

c. Joseph 
Montgolfier 

Who were the first 
passengers in the first hot 
air balloon? 

a. Two monkeys 
b. A duck, a chicken, 

and a sheep 
c. A Collie and a 

Saint Bernard 

Who built the first hot air 
balloon? 

a. Wilbur and Orville 
Wright  

b. Joseph and 
Etienne  
Montgolfier 

c. Otto Lilienthal 

Q. Why was hot air 
balloon travel impractical? 

A.  Hot air balloons were 
at the mercy of the 
weather. 

OR 

Hot air balloons could only 
carry a few people. 

Q. Why could the 
Montgolfier brothers’ 
balloon lift into the air?  

A. It was filled with hot air, 
which is less dense than 
cold air, so it rises. 

When was the first 
manned hot air balloon 
flight? 

a.  November 21, 1683 

b.  November 21, 1783 

c. November 21, 1883 

 

 

When did Jean Pierre 
Blanchard make the first 
successful flight in a hot 
air balloon across the 
English Canal? 

a. 1780 

b. 1785 

c. 1790 

When did Sir George 
Cayley make the first 
winged glider? 

a. 1750 
b. 1802 
c. 1852 

Q. Why did people’s 
attempts to pattern 
human flight after a bird’s 
flight fail? 

A.  Humans do not have 
the strength in their arms 
to flap wings. OR Humans’ 
bones are dense, while 
birds’ bones are hollow, 
making them very light. 

 

When did Leonardo da 
Vinci make his famous 
sketches of flying 
machines and parachutes? 

a. Early 1400s 
b. Late 1400s 
c. Early 1500s 
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What is the name of the 
German aristocrat whose 
name is tied with airship 
travel? 

a. Count Zinzendorf 
b. Count Zeppelin 
c. Count Dracula 

Who was ruler in Germany 
when the Hindenburg was 
in use? 

a. Adolph Hitler 
b. Joseph Stalin 
c. Otto von Bismarck 

Who was president of the 
United States at the time 
of the Hindenburg 
tragedy? 

a. Richard Nixon 
b. Woodrow Wilson 
c. Franklin D. 

Roosevelt 

 

Who designed the 
Hindenburg? 

a. Paul Von 
Hindenburg 

b. Werner Franz 
c. Hugo Eckener 

Q. Why was the 
Hindenburg filled with 
hydrogen instead of 
helium, which was known 
to be less flammable? 

A.   The United States had 
the only source of helium 
and they would not sell it 
to Germany because of 
Hitler’s political views. 

Q. Why did the explosion 
of the Hindenburg mark 
the end of air travel in 
airships? 

A. The tragedy was the 
first major disaster that 
photographers captured 
on film. 

Q. Why can airships fly? 

A. They are filled with 
helium or hydrogen, both 
which are lighter than air, 
and so they float. 

 

Q. Why did the 
Hindenburg catch fire? 

A. The cause remains a 
mystery, but it is likely due 
to static electricity which 
ignited a hydrogen gas 
leak.  

When did the Hindenburg 
begin her final voyage? 

a. May 3, 1937 
b. May 4, 1937 
c. May 5, 1937 

When the Hindenburg 
caught fire, over which 
city was it flying? 

a. New York City 
b. Washington D.C. 
c. Lakehurst, New 

Jersey 

 

When did the Hindenburg 
catch fire and burn up, 
marking the end of airship 
travel? 

a. May 6, 1917 

b. May  6, 1927 

c. May 6, 1937 

Henri Giffard made a 
cigar-shaped balloon and 
added a steam engine to 
make it steerable.  When 
did this take place? 

a. 1802 

b. 1852 

c. 1872 
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Who became famous for 
his controlled flights in 
gliders and is known as 
“the world’s first true 
aviator”? 

a. Otto Lilienthal 

b. Leonardo da Vinci 

c. Joseph 
Montgolfier 

Who became the first 
woman to fly solo across 
the Atlantic? 

a. Bessie Coleman 

b.   Sally Ride 

c. Amelia Earhart 

Who made the first solo 
non-stop flight across the 
Atlantic Ocean? 

a. Charles Lindbergh 

b. Cal Rodgers 

c. Georges Chavez 

Who made the first 
sustained controlled flight 
in a heavier-than-air craft? 

a. Charles Lindbergh 

b. The Wright 
Brothers 

c. Sir George Cayley 

Q. Why did the 
newspapers largely ignore 
the Wright Brothers’ first 
flight? 

A. They didn’t understand 
how important it was. 

Q. Why was there a 
tremendous boost in 
aircraft development 
beginning in 1914? 

A.  WWI began and more 
sophisticated aircraft was 
needed for the war. 

Q.  Why was it a difficult 
feat for Charles Lindbergh 
to fly solo across the 
Atlantic Ocean? 

A. It would be difficult to 
stay awake for such a long 
flight. OR He was out of 
sight of land for a long 
time.  OR He could have 
easily become lost since 
navigation was very 
primitive at the time. 

 

Q. Why does Ohio claim to 
be the “birthplace of 
aviation”? 

A. Orville and Wilbur 
Wright were from Ohio 
and did much of their 
research there. 

The invention of the jet 
engine marked a 
revolution in air travel.  
When did this take place? 

a. Late 1920s 
b. Late 1930s 
c. Late 1940s 

 

When did Charles 
Lindbergh make his solo 
flight across the Atlantic in 
the Spirit of St. Louis? 

a. 1927 
b. 1937 
c. 1947 

When did an airplane first 
break the sound barrier 
(travel faster than the 
speed of sound)? 

a. 1927 

b. 1937 

c. 1947 

When were the Wright 
Brothers’ first flights 
made? 

a. 1898 
b.  1903 
c.  1913 
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Who was the first man in 
space? 

a. Neil Armstrong 

b. Yuri Gagarin 

b. Alan Shepard 

Who was the first 
American in space? 

a. Neil Armstrong 

b. Ed White 

c. Alan Shepard 

Who was the first man to 
walk on the moon? 

a. Neil Armstrong 

b. Ed White 

c. Alan Shepard 

Who was president when 
America put the first man 
on the moon? 

a. Richard Nixon 

b. Lyndon B. Johnson 

c. John F. Kennedy 

Q. Why did the Russian 
dog, Laika, become 
famous? 

A. She was the first living 
creature to orbit the 
earth. 

Q. Why did the United 
States feel an urgency in 
getting a man on the 
moon? 

A. They wanted to beat 
their rival, the Soviet 
Union. 

Q. Why is the date July 21, 
2011 significant? 

A. The United States 
ended its space shuttle 
program. 

 

Q. Why was Apollo 13’s 
mission to land on the 
moon aborted? 

A. An oxygen tank 
exploded and damaged 
the space ship severely. 

(The spaceship returned 
to the earth with great 
difficulty, but no lives 
were lost.) 

When did the Soviet Union 
launch the first satellite, 
Sputnik 1, into space? 

a. 1847 

b. 1927 

c. 1957 

 

When did Neil Armstrong 
first walk on the moon? 

a. July 20, 1959 
b. July 20, 1969 
c. July 20, 1979 

The Soviet Union beat 
America in the race to 
launch a man into space 
by how much time? 

a. Less than one 
week 

b. Less than one 
month 

c. Less than one year 

When did America send 
their first astronaut into 
space? 

a. May, 1941 

b. May, 1951 

c. May, 1961 
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Includes the following printable games: 

 George Washington 

 Revolutionary War 

 Civil War 

 World War II 

 Pearl Harbor 

 History of Flight 

 Chicago Fire 

 

 Titanic 

 San Francisco Earthquake 

 Five Epic Disasters 

 Hurricane Katrina 

 Joplin Tornado 

 September 11 

FIND OUT MORE 

https://wonderfilleddays.com/printable-united-states-history-games/

