
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

I hope you enjoy your product and that it is all you were hoping it to be.  
If you have any questions or feedback, or if you would like to notify me 
of an error please let me know at paulandsuky@yahoo.com and I will get 
back to you as soon as possible. 

 

I’m a homeschooling mom-of-five who believes one of the 
most important things we can do for our students is to 
kindle a passion for learning.  I write about books, 
teaching, and parenting at the link below.     

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Wonder-filled-Days
https://wonderfilleddays.com/shop
https://wonderfilleddays.com/shop
https://wonderfilleddays.com/
https://www.facebook.com/wonderfilleddays
https://www.pinterest.com/wonderfilled5/
https://wonderfilleddays.com/
https://www.instagram.com/ourwonderfilleddays/
mailto:paulandsuky@yahoo.com
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Suggested Use:  This game was designed to be used with I Survived: Five Epic Disasters 
by Lauren Tarshis.  Almost all of the answers to the questions are found in this book.  
It would be a fun activity to use after reading this book, but it can be used 
independently. 

Topics covered: 

The Children’s Blizzard 

The Titanic 

The Boston Molasses Flood 

The Japanese Tsunami 

The Henryville Tornado 
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Five Epic Disasters 

To Prepare: Print out game board on card stock or printer paper and glue to file folder if 
desired.  Print out cards on card stock using double-sided printing.  The images should be on 
the front of the question cards. 

*Cover page may be printed out and glued to front of file folder along three sides forming a 
pocket.  You may use this pocket to store envelope containing game cards.  There are a lot of 
cards for this game, so if you have trouble fitting them all in, you might want to make a second 
pocket in the back. 

Needed: Playing pieces, one die, printed game board, printed cards 

Object of Game: To be the first player to collect one question from each topic.  This will make 
five cards in all.  For a longer game, you may choose to collect two cards from each topic. 

How to Play:   

 Place the cards question side down in five different piles according to topic: The 
Children’s Blizzard, the Titanic, The Boston Molasses Flood, The Japanese Tsunami, and 
the Henryville Tornado.  Players will choose from these piles depending on which color 
they land. 

 You may start the game on any of the four outside corners. Always move clockwise.  You 
may take the inner loop whenever you want to, but continue moving in a clockwise 
direction.  You may return to the outer loop at any time, but not on the path that you 
just used to exit. 

 On your first turn, you may choose a card in any category you wish.  Another player 
should draw the card and read it to you. 

 If you answer correctly, you may roll the die and advance the number of spaces shown 
on the die. If not, stay where you are. 

 Your turn is then over and play continues with the next player. 
 If you answer incorrectly, place the question card underneath the deck you drew it 

from.  If you answer correctly, keep the card. 
 Anytime you land on a multi-colored corner square, you may choose from any category.   
 If you draw a card in a category that you already have you still need to answer the 

question to proceed. 
 

Enjoy!  
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Who was the famous 
statesman and scientist 
who was obsessed with 
studying tornadoes? 

a. Thomas Edison 
b. Benjamin Franklin 
c. Albert Einstein 

 

True or False  

Henryville, Indiana is 
located in the Tornado 
Valley. 

(Henryville, Indiana is 
hundreds of miles from 
the Tornado Valley.) 

Which of the following 
was not a danger faced by 
the students at Henryville? 

a. hail 
b. a gas leak 
c. a second tornado 
d. radiation 

 

On average, how many 
tornadoes touch down 
each year in the United 
States? 

a. 100 
b. 500 
c. 1,000 

 

Tornadoes need warm 
moist air to form.  
Generally, in the U.S. this 
is supplied by the 

a. Pacific Ocean 
b. Atlantic Ocean 
c. Gulf of Mexico 

 

Which kinds of clouds 
form thunderstorms? 

a. Stratus  
b. Cumulous 
c. Cumulonimbus 

 

Tornadoes are also called 

a. Twisters 
b. Hurricanes 
c. Typhoons 

 

A tornado watch is when 

a. A tornado has 
been sighted in 
your area 

b. Conditions are 
right for a tornado 

 

 

At what time of year are 
tornadoes most likely to 
occur? 

a. Summer 
b. Spring 
c. Fall 

 

Tornadoes form from 
large powerful 
thunderstorms called 

a. Super storms 
b. Supercells 
c. Mega-cells 

 

Tornado winds swirl at 
speeds up to  

a. 100 mph 
b. 300 mph 
c. 600 mph 

 

A tornado warning is when 

a. A tornado has 
been sighted in 
your area 

b. Conditions are 
right for a tornado 
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Who was the captain of 
the Titanic? 

a. Thomas Andrews 
b. Edward Smith 
c. Robert Ballard 

Who was the president of 
the company that owned 
the Titanic?   

a. Bruce Ismay 
b. Edward Smith 
c. Robert Ballard 

The richest man in the 
world sank with the 
Titanic.  What was his 
name? 

a. Bruce Ismay 
b. Edward Smith 
c. John Jacob Astor 

Who led the crew who 
discovered the wreckage 
of the Titanic? 

a. Edward Smith 
b. Thomas Andrews 
c. Robert Ballard 

Q. Why was many 
people’s fury directed at 
Bruce Ismay, the president 
of the company that 
owned the Titanic, instead 
of at the captain of the 
Titanic? 

A.   Unlike the captain, 
Bruce Ismay escaped the 
sinking on a lifeboat. 

Q. Why were so many 
lives lost at the sinking of 
the Titanic? 

A. There were only 
lifeboats for around half of 
the people on the ship. 

Q. How was Jack Thayer’s 
claim that the Titanic 
broke in two proven 
correct? 

A. The ship was found in 
two pieces many years 
later at the bottom of the 
ocean. 

 

What was the name of the 
ship that arrived to help 
the survivors of the 
Titanic? 

a. The Californian 

b. The Carpathia 

c. The Casablanca 

When was the wreckage 
of the Titanic discovered? 

a. 1885 
b. 1950 
c. 1985 

How much time passed 
between the sighting of 
the iceberg and the 
collision? 

a. 37 seconds 
b. 37 minutes 
c. 1 hour and 37 

minutes 

 

How long did it take the 
Carpathia to reach the 
Titanic? 

a. One hour 

b. Two hours 

c. Four hours 

When did the Titanic sink? 

a. December 1912 

b. April 1912 

c. June 1912 
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Where does molasses 
come from? 

a. From the 
sugarcane plant 

b. From sap from 
trees 

c. From beets 

 

The molasses in the Great 
Boston Molasses Flood 
was being used for what 
purpose? 

a. It was used as a 
sweetener 

b. It was turned into 
fuel for motor 
vehicles 

c. It was turned into 
alcohol for bombs. 

Q. When the company 
made the giant tank to 
hold molasses found out it 
was leaking what did they 
do? 

A. They painted the 
outside with 
brown paint. 

Q. At the time of the 
Boston Molasses Flood, 
which War had just 
ended? 

A. World War I 

When did the Great 
Molasses Flood take 
place? 

a. 1912 
b. 1919 
c. 1929 

How fast did the wave of 
molasses move? 

a. 15 mph 
b. 35 mph 
c. 50 mph 

What did firefighters use 
to clean up the sticky 
mess? 

a. Boiling water 
b. Bleach 
c. Salt water 

How many people were 
killed in the flood? 

a. 21 
b. 51 
c. 121 

Q. What started the 
Washburn A Mill Disaster 
fire? 

a. a spark that 
ignited flour in the 
air 

b. lightening 
c. a campfire 

On what did the leaders of 
the molasses company 
blame the tank explosion? 

a. Poor 
workmanship 

b. Freezing 
temperatures 

c. A bomb 

Q. What was an advantage 
of the Boston Molasses 
Flood? 

A. Laws were made that 
required building plans to 
be approved before 
building tanks or other 
structures 

True or False 

So much molasses 
reached Boston Harbor 
that the water was stained 
coffee brown for months. 
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How far was the Great 
Tohoku Earthquake from 
Japan? 

a. About 20 miles 

b. About 40 miles 

b. About 60 miles 

The Tohoku Earthquake 
was in which ocean? 

a. Atlantic 

b. Indian 

c. Pacific 

How long did the Great 
Tohoku Earthquake last? 

a. Six seconds 

b. Nearly six minutes 

c. Twenty minutes 

The Tsunami waves 
traveled at the speed of  

a. A race car 

b. A jet 

c. Sound 

Where did the tsunami hit 
Japan? 

a. Northeast coast 
b. Southeast coast 

Which of the following 
does Japan have in place 
to protect against 
earthquakes and 
tsunamis? 

a. Extra strong 
buildings 

b. Gigantic sea walls 
c. A cell phone 

warning system 
d. All of the above 

Fukushima is known for 
which of the following? 

a. The most deaths 
b. The most 

successful rescue 
operation 

c. Students who 
saved a school 

d. A nuclear disaster 

By how much did the jolt 
move Japan’s main island 
Honshu eastward? 

a. 8 feet 
b. 20 feet 
c. By nothing. It’s 

impossible to shift 
an island. 

Which of the following has 
reached the United States 
coast as a result of the 
Japanese tsunami? 

a. Debris from Japan 
b.  Low levels of 

radioactive 
chemicals 

c. Both a and b 

The Great Tohoku 
Earthquake and following 
tsunami happened in what 
year? 

a. 1911 
b. 2001 
c. 2011 

The number of deaths and 
missing people resulting 
from the 2011 Earthquake 
and Tsunami is closer to 
which number? 

a. 2,500 

b. 20,000 

c. 50,000 

The Great Tohoku 
earthquake was closer to 
which magnitude? 

a. 7 

b. 8 

c. 9 
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On the morning of the 
Children’s Blizzard the 
air felt “spring like.”  
What was the 
temperature? 

a. 20 

b. 40 

c. 60 

In 1888, what were the 
areas of the United States 
that were not states 
called? 

a. Provinces 
b. Regions 
c. Territories 

What made some people 
uneasy about the weather 
the morning of the 
blizzard? 

a. The unusual color 
of the sky 

b. The unusually 
warm weather 

c. Both a and b 

Q. Why did Walter Allen 
leave the sled and run 
back inside the building? 

A. He wanted to save his 
glass bottle from 
bursting in the cold. 

Q. What is Minnie 
Freeman known for? 

A. She led all her 
sixteen students to 
safety. 

Q. What is the 
difference between a 
snowstorm and a 
blizzard? 

A. Blizzards have strong 
winds that blow snow 
around. 

True or False 

Grasshoppers are 
also known as 
locusts. 

 

Which area did the 
Children’s Blizzard affect 
most? 

a. Washington 
Territory and 
Oregon 

b. Wisconsin and 
Michigan 

c. Dakota Territory and 
Nebraska 

Q. Why was the 
Children’s Blizzard of 
1888 given its name? 

A. Hundreds of children 
were stuck in the storm 
and many lost their 
lives. 

True or False 

A blizzard had been 
predicted for January 
12, 1888? 

(The forecast had been 
for warm, fair weather.) 

Stephan Ulrich was kept 
from freezing by curling 
up next to which animal? 

a. A horse 
b. A cow 
c. A hog 

Who finally saved 
Walter Allen’s life? 

a. His father 
b. His brother 
c. His teacher 
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Includes the following printable games: 

 George Washington 

 Revolutionary War 

 Civil War 

 World War II 

 Pearl Harbor 

 History of Flight 

 Chicago Fire 

 

 Titanic 

 San Francisco Earthquake 

 Five Epic Disasters 

 Hurricane Katrina 

 Joplin Tornado 

 September 11 

FIND OUT MORE 

https://wonderfilleddays.com/printable-united-states-history-games/

